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Religious Discussions

Assignment 1

My Baptist ministry context is based on certain theological beliefs, practices, and
commitments that are characteristic of Baptists. These are the things that set our ministry apart
from other Christian denominations as well as guide our ministry, worship, and mission. The
unique features of my ministry stem from the doctrine of scripture, the principle of
ecclesiastical independence, and the practice of believer’s baptism among others. Below, I will

outline five key elements that define my ministry context and denominational identity:

1. Belief in salvation by faith alone

One of the core tenets of Baptist theology is ‘Justification by faith alone’ that is,
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ without any reference to good works. This belief is core to
the Baptist belief system and sets it apart from other Christian denominations who may rely on
works or sacraments to attain salvation. Baptists believe that no one can be saved by someone
else’s act of faith, but each man has to give a personal response to the divine grace which is a
strong belief in personal accountability. This belief is taught extensively in both the Bible and
Baptist traditions, including scriptures like Ephesians 2:8-9, which states that salvation is

through faith in Jesus the Lord, and not by works of the law.

2. Believer’s baptism by immersion

Believer’s baptism is one of the hallmarks of the Baptist church, especially the baptism
by immersion. Baptists do not baptize children; they only baptize individuals who are old
enough to make a conscious decision to accept Jesus Christ. Baptism, for Baptists, symbolizes

the believer's identification with Christ's death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6:3-4). This



practice makes Baptists unique from other Christian communities like the Catholics, Lutherans
among others who baptise infants and may use methods like sprinkling or pouring as opposed

to immersion (Spinks, 2017).

3. Congregational governance

Baptist churches are congregationalist, that is, the local church makes most of the
important decisions about its leadership, belief and ministry. This democratic structure of
church management is in contrast with the more centralized systems such as those of Roman
Catholic or some Protestants (Steinfels, 2013). The church body selects leaders (pastors,
deacons) and participates in decision-making, which supports the Baptist concept of “the
autonomy of the congregation.” This autonomy highlights the importance of every believer in

the church and the role and worth of their contribution.

4. Evangelism and missionary work

Baptists place a strong emphasis on evangelism and global missions, motivated by the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20. Baptists are usually associated with the active
evangelism, both locally and internationally. This is done through different missionary
societies such as the International Mission Board, which assists missionaries in more than one
hundred countries. In the context of the present study, evangelism is not viewed as a
responsibility but as a central mission of the church, setting it apart from other faith-based

organizations that may not have the same degree of organizational emphasis on missions.

5. Separation of church and state

Baptists have always stood for religious liberty, primarily the disconnection of church

from state. This commitment is based on the principle that religion should not be forced or



dominated by the state. Historically, Baptists in America were on the frontline in the fight for
religious freedom as evidenced by Roger Williams, who championed the freedom of the
conscience to worship without the influence of the state (Todd, 2022). This distinct belief has
not changed and continues to be a part of the Baptist identity, and the operation of churches,

including their position on religious liberty and public sphere.

As for the awareness of these elements, it would differ from one person to another in
the ministry context. Some of the members may be very much conscious of these practices and
beliefs especially those who have been in the Baptist tradition for many years. Those who are
new in the church or the young may not be fully aware of these distinctives, and this is usually
taught in church, through Bible studies and sermons. Newcomers are socialized into the Baptist
way through the physical setting of the church, the written word, and face-to-face
communication. As for Scripture references, elements such as salvation by faith alone
(Ephesians 2:The practices of immersion baptism (Mark 8-9), believer’s baptism (Romans 6:3-
4), and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) are essential and are commonly examined

in private devotion and corporate gatherings.

Assignment 2

Lessons learned in this course

In this course, my knowledge of theology and ministry has been enriched in several
ways that have helped me, especially in aspects | had not focused much on. Ecumenical
dialogue was perhaps one of the most engaging concepts [ came across. This approach is where
different traditions in Christianity come together to share and compare their beliefs and
practices, as well as their differences. At first, I thought that denominational divisions were the

major hindrances to Christian unity. Nevertheless, the readings on ecumenism helped me to



change my perspective and look at them as the learning and partnership experiences. For
instance, knowing about the different church traditions, such as Catholic, Orthodox, and
Protestant, has helped me come up with a better perspective of the larger Christianity and how
churches can collaborate despite having different stances on some doctrines. This approach
fosters tolerance in the Christian community and makes them embrace differences within their
faith. I think that this concept can be helpful for my ministry team since we often deal with
people from different denominations. Therefore, the recognition and appreciation of

theological differences can be a way to enhance the collaboration in ministry.

Another important thing that was brought to my attention was the need to be culturally
sensitive when undertaking ministry work. The course readings demonstrated that culture plays
a significant role in shaping faith practice and evangelism. From Hiebert’s (1994) cultural
anthropology, I learned how cultural assumptions affect the perception and engagement with
faith. Prior to this course, I had not appreciated the extent to which my own cultural biases
could affect my ministry. I now understand that cultural sensitivity is more than accepting
people’s cultural practices—it also entails being knowledgeable about how those contexts
influence how people receive the gospel and practice Christianity. This insight has made me
want to participate in more cultural sensitisation since it will assist me to relate well with people
from different cultures. Cultural awareness will also enhance my capacity to meet the needs of

my congregation and outreach initiatives as I encounter more diverse populations.

The most challenging aspect of the course

The most difficult part of the course was ecclesiology, especially church polity and its
implications on missions and the local church. I knew what episcopal, presbyterian, and
congregational meant but [ did not have a clear understanding of them. For instance, the

episcopal polity concentrates power in bishops making administrative decisions but excluding



other members of the congregation, while the congregational polity encourages
decentralization of power, which causes disunity. As a Baptist minister, I understand the
congregational polity system, but now I realize how the denominational system affects
missions and co-operation between denominations. While some of the hierarchical structures
may pose a challenge to the partnership, others will promote it. This has assisted me in
comprehending that church administration should consider both theological principles and

organizational objectives and will guide my future cross-denominational cooperation.
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