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Cyberbullying: A case of Nate Bronstein 

The tragic case of Nate Bronstein exemplifies the devastating impact of cyberbullying and 

institutional negligence in addressing online harassment. In January 2022, Nate, a 15-year-old 

student at the prestigious Latin School of Chicago, died by suicide after experiencing relentless 

cyberbullying from his classmates (Hickey, 2022). This case particularly highlights the critical 

importance of school intervention and parental notification in bullying incidents. 

Impact on the Victim 

Nate, described by his parents as a "super-sharp, funny kid," faced persistent harassment 

as a new transfer student in fall 2021 (Hickey, 2022). The bullying occurred through various digital 

platforms, including Snapchat and text messages. The harassment escalated to the point where he 

received direct death threats, with one message explicitly encouraging him to take his own life 

(Hickey, 2022). Despite his academic promise and supportive family environment, the continuous 

cyberbullying severely affected his mental well-being, leading to his tragic decision of committing 

suicide (Waisglass, 2017). 

Short-Term and Long-Term Impacts 

The immediate effects of cyberbullying were evident in Nate's behavior and school 

experience. In December 2021, he took the initiative to meet with his dean of students to report 

the bullying, demonstrating his immediate distress and attempt to seek help (Hickey, 2022). 

However, according to the family's lawsuit, the school failed to take disciplinary action or notify 

his parents about these incidents, creating a toxic environment that directly impacted his daily life 

and academic experience (Hickey, 2022). 
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The long-term consequences of this tragedy extend far beyond the immediate loss. For the 

Bronstein family, the impact is permanent and devastating. They not only lost their son's future 

potential and opportunities but now carry the burden of grief and trauma. The family has channeled 

their pain into advocacy, filing a 68-page lawsuit against the Latin School and pledging to donate 

any legal proceeds to anti-bullying and anti-suicide charities, demonstrating their commitment to 

preventing similar tragedies (Hickey, 2022). 

The case has also had broader community implications, exposing systemic issues within 

the school environment. The emergence of "Survivors of Latin" social media accounts, gathering 

nearly 3,000 followers, revealed a pattern of concerning behavior and alleged cover-ups within the 

institution (Hickey, 2022). 

Resources and Effectiveness of Support 

The failure of support systems is particularly striking in this case. Illinois Public Act 098-

0669 requires all schools, including private institutions, to maintain anti-bullying policies, report 

incidents to parents, and investigate reported cases (Hickey, 2022). The Latin School's alleged 

failure to follow these requirements contributed directly to the tragedy. While resources such as 

the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and Crisis Text Line exist, the case demonstrates that 

merely having resources available is insufficient without proper implementation and utilization by 

institutions. 

More concerning is that the Bronstein family was completely unaware of the extent of their 

son's suffering until after his death, when another parent at Latin informed them about the texts, 

Snapchats, and taunting (Hickey, 2022). This breakdown in communication between the school 

and parents highlights a critical gap in the support system designed to protect vulnerable students. 
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The aftermath of Nate's death has prompted a broader examination of how schools handle 

bullying incidents and the importance of transparency in such situations. The Bronstein’s legal 

action serves not only to seek justice for their son but also to create systemic change that might 

protect other students from similar experiences. Their statement that "their son would still be alive 

today if Latin would have done their job" underscores the critical role that institutions play in 

preventing cyberbullying tragedies (Hickey, 2022). 
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