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Article Review 

Introduction and Topic Description 

The article, "Promoting Social Action through Visual Literacy: New Pioneer & The 

Labor Defender in the Secondary Classroom" was written by R. Jean in 2018. The topic of 

discussion is the utilization of original images from radical journals such as Labor Defender 

and New Pioneer to promote social action and visual literacy among secondary students. The 

author reveals the role of these magazines that were published during the Modernist period of 

early 20th century in involving students in critical thinking, analysing and discussing on the 

social justice issues. 

Author's Rhetorical Appeal 

Rachel Jean uses a persuasive and engaging tone in her all through the article, providing 

a strong argument for the introduction of visual literacy and the radical historical sources in the 

classroom. She does this by employing descriptive language and visual representations that 

elucidate how these images affected her learners. Likewise, she talks about how the students' 

eyes were "glued" to the photographs, with the discussions coming after. Besides that, he 

employs rhetorical techniques like rhetorical questions and hypothetical situations to draw the 

reader into the discussion and keep up with her arguments. 

Identifying the Author's Purpose 

The main goal of the author of the article is to advocate for the use of visual literacy 

and historical sources as a means of enhancing social awareness, critical thinking and civic 

engagement among secondary school students. According to Jean, the exposure of students to 

the radical images and magazines such as this can develop their understanding of social justice 

struggles in the past and motivate them to be the agents of change in their localities (Jean, 

2018). She believes that these sources bring different views that are often missing in the 

traditional curricula which are dominated by white male majority. 
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The assessment of the evidence and facts 

Jean demonstrates the application of the abundance of facts and evidence in order to 

support her opinions. She illustrates this using the Labour Defender and the New Pioneer 

magazines with an array of specific examples that she describes and analyzes in detail their 

visual content and historical significance (Jean, 2018). She then talks about the cover of the 

first issue, which has an image of a man who is hugely muscular trying to free a prisoner from 

his cell, and how the image so aptly conveys the purpose of the magazine, which is to represent 

minority interests and to fight for the lower classes. 

Furthermore, Jean borrows from external sources so as to reinforce her arguments. She 

draws this conclusion from the literature found in the journals of American culture and English 

journal, which should be commonly used in the classroom. They are the ones that help the 

credibility of her ideas and support the truthfulness of her arguments. 

Citing of the Sources and Presentation of the References 

Throughout the article, Jean uses various references from academic sources to back up 

her claims in order to give her arguments some background. As an example, she quotes the 

National Conference on Visual Literacy's definition of the visual literacy and gets from some 

other scholars like Kiran Subhani and Barbara Comer who have written on the issue of the 

visual literacy and its role in promoting society actions and critical thinking (Jean, 2018). By 

applying the considered criteria of validity and consequence to various sources Jean proves 

their value for theory building. Through the use of venerable peer-reviewed academic journals 

and conferences, she successfully builds a solid base for her arguments and strengthens the 

academic basis of her work. 

Analysis of Source Material 

Jean primarily relies on two main sources to build her argument: The Labor Defender 

and New Pioneer periodicals. She gives an accurate account of these sources, which involves 
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considering their historical context, content, and link with social justice problems. Jean 

provides information on the trustworthiness and authorship of these sources through their 

source, the people they were intended for, and the subversive nature of their message. Jean 

manages to make these two sources look like one while providing accurate quotations and 

precise details about the images and articles she presents. She illustrates that these sources can 

be used as a starting point for dialogue, critical thinking and involvement of youth in social 

activism. 

Personal Opinion and Tone 

Jean's article is an interweaving of objective analysis and personal viewpoint. Though 

she writes an article that is well researched and academic, it is obvious that she is personal and 

sincere when she puts her feelings down. Jean often inserts her own observations and comments 

from her experience as a middle school teacher, relating stories about how she has seen her 

students reacting to the visit and how the classroom exercises involving these historical sources 

have been successful. 

Jean's tone is passionate and oriented towards advocacy, demonstrating the believe that 

the use of these radical images and sources is a must for development of critical thinking and 

social awareness in students. Her subjective viewpoints and personal experiences being the 

main elements, the entire article has a sense of urgency and authenticity that comes with life 

experiences. 

Determining the Tone of the Article 

The tone of Jean's article is mainly informative but there is a tendency it to be persuasive 

as well. Simultaneously, she reveals that she wants to present the audience with the facts, 

analysis, and evaluation of the subject, while wanting them to understand the value and 

significance of including visual literacy and radical historical sources in the secondary 

classroom. 
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Jean employs a passionate and advocacy-based communication style that is rooted in 

her conviction that these resources can be instrumental in mobilizing the students for action 

and building their critical thinking skills (Eagly, 2016). She uses a wide range of emotional 

words and personal experiences to convey her own conviction and strengthen the 

persuasiveness of her argument. 

Formatting and Evaluation 

The article is well arranged, having evident sections and logical transitions, resulting in 

a coherent and simple to follow reading experience. Also, the article is very thorough and well-

researched. The writer's standpoint is evidenced by the examples that she gives, external 

sources, and personal experiences, which are brought in to support further and give her 

arguments more depth. Overall, the essay is an excellent and well-argued discussion of the 

ability of visual literacy and unconventional historical sources to provoke social consciousness 

and critical thinking in students of the secondary school level. 
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